Discipleship Covenant 

Believing the privilege of guiding people in the Christian way of life is worthy of my best and desiring to be a Christ-like example to those I lead,  I covenant as a disciple maker that… 

___ I have received Jesus Christ as my Savior and Lord. 

___ I will regularly spend time with God in prayer and Bible reading to nurture my own spiritual life.
___ I will set a good example for my students by arriving early and rarely missing either my discipleship responsibility or our worship services. I will give advanced notice of unavoidable absence (1 Corinthians 4:2). 

___ I will thoroughly prepare to teach the Bible and apply it to daily living (2 Timothy 2:15, 3:16-17). 

___ I will seek to tithe my income to my church (Malachi 3:10) within the next three years (if I’m not doing so already).
___ I will encourage my students to invite others. As needed I will contact those who are absent (Acts 2:46).

___ I will participate in our church’s discipleship training opportunities, if offered (Proverbs 15:28a). 

___ I will support my church’s spiritual leaders wholeheartedly (1 Corinthians 3:9). 

___ I will seek to balance my time among loving God, loving other believers and loving not-yet-believers. 

___ I will daily live as Jesus’ ambassador and lead my students to do the same (Proverbs 11:30). 

___ I will pray regularly for my church leaders, those to whom I minister and the homes from which they come (1Thessalonians 5:17).  
__ I will use only instructional material approved by the Discipleship Team.

___I will disciple in harmony with our belief statement (See other side).
Signed_____________________________________________________      Date _____________

Statement of Faith

We believe in God, that He is three persons but one God and both hidden and revealed. It is His holiness that provides for humanity’s deliverance from the penalty and power of sin. His Work is primarily creation, grace, justice and mercy. God wants us to know Him and has revealed Himself to us in various ways.

We believe in Jesus Christ and in His pre-existence. He became incarnate and was truly human and wholly God. The characteristics of Jesus’ divinity are the very characteristics of God. He is Savior and Lord. He died and was resurrected and ascended into heaven. This same Jesus will come to receive us that we may be with Him forever.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, that He is God and came into the world in a new way at Pentecost. He can be known and experienced. He endows the followers of Christ with the “unity of the Spirit.” His function in the Church, through the work of sanctification, is producing spiritual fruit and dispensing spiritual gifts.

We believe the Bible is the inspired, infallible authority, the Word of God, our only rule of faith and practice. God uses the words of men to convey His truth. The central message of the Scriptures is the good news that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. Proper interpretation of the Bible comes from the Holy Spirit.

We believe in humanity’s importance to God and in our created nature. Humanity has a sinful nature. We also have the potential of a new nature in Christ. We are created free moral agents and are accountable to God for choices made. We are free to make the decision to accept Christ. We are no less free to turn away from God and be lost. God does provide power for living a victorious Christian life.

We believe humanity’s salvation is in our regeneration, new birth, when we respond to God’s offer. Humanity is justified by faith in Christ, not by works of the law, or by works of our own righteousness. Justification includes remission and restoration, bestowed righteousness of God, and new standing before God. Sanctification is both instantaneous and progressive. The believer’s life and character are transformed by consecration to God. It is the privilege and duty of believers to live holy lives.

We believe the Church is God’s called-out people who have specific rights and responsibilities. The Church enjoys a special kind of fellowship which is rooted in the Christian’s common fellowship with the Father. The Church should be a servant to God and humanity and apply New Testament principles to its life.

We believe Christ has given the Church three divine ordinances: Baptism, Feet Washing and the Lord’s Supper.

Baptism is an outward symbol of an inward grace. It is to be practiced by those who profess faith in Christ and express commitment to follow Him. Baptism is not essential to salvation. It is to be administered by immersion.

Feet Washing is a celebration of the Incarnation and reminds us of our calling to be servants. It is an expression to our love for one another. It reminds us of our need to minister and to be ministered unto.

The Lord’s Supper, also known as Communion, is intended to remind us of Christ’s atoning death. It is a proclamation of hope. This ordinance is open to all Christians.

We believe in the presentation of children for the Lord’s blessing, setting them apart for the Lord. Children are gifts of God and part of the covenant community. Parents are responsible for the spiritual nurture of their children. The congregation also shares this responsibility.

We believe in the Second Coming and ultimate victory of Jesus Christ. God will bring history to its proper close in His way and time. The message of end times is one of victory and fulfillment for Christians and the ultimate triumph of God’s Kingdom. Until then the mission of God’s people is to be salt and light in the world.

We believe in the bodily resurrection of believers. We believe judgment will accompany Christ’s return.

